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Extended abstracts for all sessions are published in The International Journal of Biodiversity Science and Management (2006) Vol 2 No 3 Sapiens Publishing. We are grateful to Sapiens for permission to publish extracts in this conference report.
Introduction

For many people in England, upland areas represent tranquillity and recreation. For another sector of the UK population, they represent home and livelihood. The vulnerability of the uplands was highlighted by the 2001 foot-and-mouth crisis that demonstrated the fragility of the uplands’ human societies and their underlying economic and environmental structures. These crises lead to the recognition that upland landscapes and communities would be compelled to change over the coming decades1

The International Centre for the Uplands – Cumbria (ICU-C) was set up in 2004 as a response to this recognition, with a broad remit of supporting upland communities in developing a voice in the policy arena, challenging thinking, celebrating the landscapes and communities in the uplands and looking broadly at national and international experiences in order to help develop a sustainable future for these precious landscapes. This report summarises the session discussions and outputs of a conference held by the ICU-C in June 2006. 

The Conference, entitled ‘Sustainable Uplands: Future Scenarios for People, Environment, and Landscape - a Future Vision Conference and workshop for the Uplands’ demonstrates our ambitious and wide-ranging agenda and, as intended, attracted delegates from a wide range of backgrounds.

Our perception of a need for a scenarios approach in developing the policies for the future of the Cumbria and UK uplands was heavily influenced by the BioScene project (http://www.bioscene.co.uk/). Workshops were integral to the whole conference, with delegates being encouraged to think about upland landscapes and the elements and features of these landscapes that should be incorporated into future visions. We are grateful to Dr Jonathan Mitchley, Dr Bärbel Tress and Dr Günter Tress for facilitating this process and for stimulating discussions. 

In addition to the formal papers, time was built into the conference for discussion and this was integrated with some informative field trips, which involved local people who could not take the time out to attend the whole conference. In these field trips, we learned about the issues and problems faced by land managers and rural communities on the ground. The need for these groups to be connected directly with the scientific thinking and not just with the policy outcomes was highlighted. Decisions on the ground are always a balance of positive and negative impacts and the value of a coordinated catchment or view-shed approach to planning in upland areas was highlighted.

The extended abstracts from the conference keynotes and session papers are published in the International Journal of Biodiversity Science and management Volume 2 issue 3 which forms the academic proceedings for this conference. This report summarises the sessions and presents additional comments and conclusions from the field trips which are not published in the proceedings. This report therefore forms the summarized and accessible conference proceedings.

Conference feedback was positive and delegates covered a wide spectrum of disciplines and interests we hope that this conference report will form a link between the research agenda and stakeholders in providing and understanding mechanisms to secure long-term sustainability of all that is valued in the English uplands.


 Price M, Holdgate M, Sustainable Futures for the British Uplands, Summary statement 13, Royal Geographical Society. Outcome of a conference held in November 2002
Keynote Presentations

The conference benefited from a stimulating first day of keynote presentations chaired by Eric Robson, with subjects that set the scene for a wide-ranging debate in an interdisciplinary arena. Sir Martin Holdgate’s challenging paper looked at various options for the future of the Cumbrian Uplands. Sir Martin began by dispelling some common myths about upland landscapes, and highlighting the role of historical land use in their development - a theme returned to in the parallel sessions. He then examined a range of choices and concluded that multifunctionality of landscape was likely, but required a toolbox of evaluation methods on the options to enable delivery through informed choices. These choices will need to address various aspects discussed by Ward, including agricultural restructuring and the effects of the rural agenda occupying a declining role in government priorities. Ward also considered national and international studies of scenario generation of possible rural futures that were particularly pertinent to the objectives of our conference. Ward’s historical account of policy development provides an excellent overview that complements to Sir Martin’s environmentally focused analysis.

This agricultural and wider rural restructuring is the subject of revised funding arrangements in the proposed new Rural Development Plan for England (RDPE), presented in a paper by Hauserman. The paper by Curry focuses on the other major strand of the upland economy: tourism or the leisure landscape. Curry highlights a lack of attention to the evidence base in planning for access to the countryside and a consequent mismatch between the provision of opportunity and the demand. However, the leisure landscape is used by a number of different sectors, a point subsequently highlighted in a paper from Smyth within the session on socio-economic drivers of change.

Whyte presented a paper focusing on change through time; and on the role that knowledge of this can bring to bear on landscape management. He also highlighted the gaps in data that require further research. Upland areas of the UK, especially of England and Wales, are vibrant cultural landscapes where humans and environment have interacted in positive and negative ways over many generations. During ICU-C discussions with many upland folk over the past two years, we have been aware that past change is often not incorporated into debates on the future. Although change is recognised in the abstract, feelings of timelessness and unchanging landscape often overshadow the way people view the uplands and discuss their lives and landscape in terms of present and future change. Yet the uplands are constantly changing in response to human and natural impacts, and the populations living in them or in close proximity to them have needed to be resilient to change, but may have always been vulnerable. Whyte concludes that there is still much research to do to add detail to our knowledge of the historical environment and to fully inform the policy agenda. 

Price presented a Keynote paper on the topical issue for the Lake District of the role of UNESCO designations. He contrasted the Biosphere Reserve designation with World Heritage Site inscription in which there is much current interest. He identified that the former is about the equal promotion of conservation, development and research whilst the latter is about safeguarding features of world significance within a protected area.

Further research needs arising from the keynote session are:

A toolbox of evaluation methods to test and/or monitor the outcomes of selected scenario options

Zonation strategies and models from the Biosphere Reserve concept and the fit of the Biosphere Reserve concept with the World Heritage designation

Further research on the historical environment and fine scale changes in landscape including thresholds and resilience to future change 

A clearer understanding of the benefits of tourism and the use of open access policies
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