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International Workshop 4 & 5 September 2007

University of Cumbria, Newton Rigg Campus, Penrith, England

Adapting Upland Ecosystem Services to Climate Change

Planning for the Future at Community Level 

A 2 day workshop to share knowledge about adapting to climate change in the uplands and to outline and develop a partnership research proposal.

Invitation and call for poster papers

This Workshop is aimed at researchers, institutions and organisations, concerned with planning and delivery of ecosystem services
 in the uplands of Europe, who wish to discuss how future planning and delivery may be affected by climate change. The Workshop will provide an opportunity for delegates to combine an environmental and socio-economic approach with wider cooperation through comparisons between different European regions.

The Workshop aims to serve as an introductory event for further interregional cooperation with the objective of identifying and initiating potential interdisciplinary research and projects, as well as network opportunities and forming a partnership to respond to forthcoming EU funding opportunities.

Formal and informal exchange at the Workshop aims to identify actions that will be complementary to existing or planned international cooperation and projects. The event will be, therefore, of interest to both those who are potential partners in future EU programmes and funding bids as well as those who are already involved in EU programmes and would like to ensure potential for complementary activity. Selected delegates and speakers may be invited to take part in an additional meeting on the 6 September to plan future activities.

The Workshop aims at a core attendance of approximately thirty delegates by invitation and will include keynote and case study papers from Frank Gaskell, Euromontana and authors from Karlsruhe Research Centre (Germany), the Centre for the Alpine Studies (Italy) and the Swiss Federal Research Institute.
Further poster papers are invited. There are a few free places left and these will be prioritised for those presenting a poster paper. Further delegates are welcome but will be asked to pay a delegates fee of £90-00. To ensure maximum of exchange of information the workshop size will not exceed a total of sixty delegates.

Workshop Rationale

Networking

Climate change adaptation and mitigation strategies will bring particular pressures upon ecosystem services in the uplands in coming years that may require shifts in practice from current management and production regimes. Although climate change is now at the forefront of the political agenda, much emphasis is placed on reduced energy use and low carbon production behaviour. Targets are being set that rely on changed personal behaviour, changed regional and sub-regional strategies and changed institutional behaviour. Nevertheless, even if climate mitigation measures are put in place, evidence suggests that climate change will occur (IPCC 2007) and it seems likely that institutional plans for adaptation to this change will retain sectoral objectives that will vary according to the (statutory) purpose of specific organisations. At community level there will be a need to ensure that local knowledge can best be blended with top-down initiatives. A process of sharing information on both the scenarios of climate change adaptation and exemplar responses will be necessary to spread good practice.

Partnership Research Project Development

The uplands currently comprise extensive ecosystems that provide “services” of public benefit and whose management is greatly affected by public funding interventions. At the level of local communities the pressure of climate change may give weight to centralist policies that might be at odds with definitions of sustainability that require participative policy. Ensuring that communities are fully involved and able to shape, accept and prosper from these changes may benefit from a participative scenario approach.

A partnership initiative that looks at community and institutional involvement in setting targets for adaptation (or conservation of existing assets) and participative methods of achieving this could build at a local level on the Millennium Assessment objectives of bringing relevant ecological knowledge to decision processes (Bennet et al., 2005). We therefore aim to use the workshop to discuss and develop ideas around the range of actual or potential ecosystem services that are delivered and to identify mechanisms of community involvement in planning and selecting future ecosystem services. Comparisons of the institutional management of selected, societally significant, ecosystem services in different parts of the uplands of the European Union and an opportunity for discussion amongst the institutions and the land managers involved will be invaluable.

The International Centre for the Uplands-Cumbria is a partnership organisation currently managed by Lancaster University but soon to become part of the new University of Cumbria who are delighted to support this meeting. The conference is structured to ensure the maximum use of debate and interaction with our partners, including Cumbria County Council and community level organisations from Cumbria, England. A summary conference structure is provided below. Please see www.theuplandcentre.org.uk/conferences/climate for further details and a draft programme.

Practical Arrangements

Brief Outline Programme (For full Draft Programme see www.theuplandcentre.org.uk/climate)
Day 1 (4th September) Keynote addresses and example research followed by workshop sessions and opportunity for informal discussion via an evening reception with posters and a conference dinner

Day 2 (5th September) A morning field trip to meet with local farmers and land mangers and to learn their perspective and concerns over future climate change. An afternoon workshop session  

Registration

Unless attending as an individually invited participant, there will be a delegates' fee of £90-00.  This does not include accommodation but does include a workshop dinner on the 4th September. ICU-C will be happy to advise on suitable accommodation near to the Workshop venue.

Early offer of a poster paper may gain exemption from the delegate fee if selected by conference organisers. Please book early and no later than 7 August 2007. 

Accommodation is not provided. ICU-C will be happy to advise on suitable accommodation near to the Workshop venue.
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� This broadly refers to the uses by people of the products or system properties or processes of ecosystems.
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