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International Centre for the Uplands - Cumbria

ESRC Uplands Interdisciplinary Seminar: Valuing the Uplands

St Martin’s College, Ambleside, 16/17 May 2005

The uplands provide an important range of benefits to modern society, offering restoration, inspiration, model local communities and a natural environment. Cumbria, as the most upland county in England, has one of the lowest incomes per head, but it also has one of the ‘most satisfied’ populations, according to recent surveys. How important are these benefits and how do they rate against conventional measures of livelihood? Can markets be created to reflect social values.
Public resources are increasingly being allocated on the basis of the economic indicators, such as jobs created, income generated and training delivered. This trend seems to have strengthened in recent years, despite several decades of work on methods of estimating the value of environmental and social benefits. The reasons for this are not entirely clear. Many parts of the British government still assume that all benefits should be reduced to a single monetary common denominator, as proposed in the Treasury ‘Green Book’ and the DCMS ‘White Book’. European governments have traditionally allowed greater flexibility in defining and monitoring public objectives. And yet, the recent pressures to stress standard economic indicators appear to have their origins in Europe and, in particular, in the European Court of Auditors, who are under pressure to reduce abuse of public funds.
The pressure to reduce benefits to a small number of economic indicators causes severe tensions in regional public funding. Many programmes that are set up with non-economic objectives are forced to meet economic objectives, in addition to their primary objectives. As a result, reporting on standard indicators may be discredited. Worse, programmes may become distorted from their original purpose.
The seminar explores these issues by looking at the broader value of the uplands and considering how this might be measured. The seminar aims to present national perspectives and complement these with case studies. These studies often come from Cumbria, where rurality and dependence on landscape is extreme. The seminar starts with a session on valuation techniques, exploring the latest thinking on contingent valuation and considering ways forward and practical applications in programme evaluation. The second session involves presentations on environmental value, reflecting the fact that environmental economics played a leading role in broadening valuation. The seminar includes a session on commercial value, trying to learn from the experience of the broader interpretations of market research. Last, and by no means least, there is a session on cultural values, which aims to recognise the critical importance that culture plays in social values associated with the uplands.
Participants include academics and practitioners. Nominated participants will have the opportunity to present their work on relevant issues. Group work will aim to generate opportunities for collaboration and seminar conclusions which capture the weight of opinion at the seminar.
The seminar is being hosted by the Upland Centre and is part of a series of transdisciplinary seminars coordinated by the University of Sussex and funded by ESRC (see http://www.geog.sussex.ac.uk/britishuplands/).
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International Centre for the Uplands - Cumbria

ESRC Uplands Interdisciplinary Seminar: Valuing the Uplands
St Martin’s College, Ambleside, 16/17 May 2005

Monday: The Value of the Upland Environment
	12.30
	Lunch, registration and welcome

	1.30
	Valuation Techniques

	
	Dominic Moran, Scottish Agricultural Colleges. Key Note Address: Contingent valuation and beyond: public attitudes to the uplands.

	
	Kit Nicholson, Upland Centre. Public evaluation: Green Book, White Book, Logframes and Auditors.

	
	Open Discussion

	2.30
	Environmental Valuation

	
	Ian Bateman, CSERGE, UEA. Key Note Address : New ways to apply valuation methods: A GIS based analysis of land use change in upland areas.

	
	Will Williams, the Natural Economy Northwest. Valuing the natural environment for its socio economic benefits.

	
	Claire Haggett, Landscape Research Group, Newcastle University, Mapping tranquillity.

	
	Open Discussion

	3.45
	Tea

	4.00
	Short presentations by nominated participants

	4.30
	Groups discussions. Exploring the range of possibilities for new valuation

	5.15
	Report back

	5.30
	Walk up the Lion and the Lamb

	7.30
	Dinner


Tuesday: Cultural and Commercial Values
	9.00
	Summary of Monday’s results for newcomers

	9.30
	Cultural Economy

	
	Nick Jones, Nick Jones Arts Services. Valuing cultural events: The national perspective.

	
	Alan Dougherty, IEPPP, Lancaster. Valuing upland thought: asking the right questions.

	
	John Porter, Kendal Mountain Film Festival. Valuing the contribution of the uplands to cultural activity.

	
	Open Discussion

	10.20
	Commercial Value

	
	Luis Araujo, Lancaster University Department of Marketing (tbc). Market research and the commercial value of non-market provenance.

	
	Laura Venn, Coventry University (tbc). Alternative food networks: the full value of local food.

	
	Veronica Waller, for Fells and Dales Leader+. Eating the view: can the sale of products provide full incentives to maintain public goods.

	
	Open Discussion

	11.30
	Coffee

	11.45
	Short presentations by nominated participants

	12.15
	Group exercise and discussions. Recommendations for government and other institutions: the potential for a unified methodology and the need to accept diversity of approaches.

	12.45
	Report back and seminar conclusions

	1.00
	Lunch and close
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