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NEWS RELEASE

21 November 2006 

Celebrating a Sense of Place
Organizations and individuals with an interest in the culture, heritage and landscape of the north of England are invited to a public day conference at Rheged near Penrith on Saturday, 2 December 2006.
The conference, entitled Cultural Identity and Heritage, is being organized to celebrate this year’s work on the Sense of Place Project, an action research and training project funded by the three LEADER+ programmes across the north of England that seeks to identify potential community-based landscape, cultural and heritage features that could provide the basis for future rural development.

“The past year has been a busy one with research into the concept of sense of place and practical discussion meetings in each of the three LEADER+ areas to explore local ideas and potential for development,” says Jenny Smith, Project Leader based at the International Centre for the Uplands – Cumbria.

The programme for 2 December runs from 9.30am to 4.30pm and includes speakers from several local initiatives as well as national experts. The event will, focus particularly on community involvement, workshops to plan for the future and will include an “Anti-Panel Session” where a panel of those some of the invited speakers  will challenge the audience.

“The response to our invitation so far has been very encouraging,” says ICU-C Director, Ian Soane, “and we have over 70 delegates registered from across the area.  Many are from the various agencies and organizations with an interest in Sense of Place which should mean that we can discuss very practical issues and challenges but we are also keen to involve more community groups and individuals with an interest in future developments so that we can be confident we are representing the priorities at grass roots.”

Further details of the programme can be found on the ICU-C website at www.theuplandcentre.org.uk/events and anyone interested in taking part in the event at Rheged should contact Jenny Smith or Ian Soane at the International Centre for the Uplands – Cumbria on 01931 711 112 as soon as possible.
ENDS
Notes for Editors

The Sense of Place Project was developed by the North Northumberland, North Pennines and Cumbria Fells and Dales LEADER+ Groups, the International Centre for the Uplands – Cumbria (ICU-C, a research unit within the University of Lancaster’s Geography Department) and Newcastle University.

The Project is funded by these three LEADER+ groups and it is one of the first trans-regional LEADER+ projects in England. Peter Davis, Professor of Museology at Newcastle University, is the Project Adviser, providing specialist knowledge and expertise. These organizations and individuals form the Project Management Group for the Project.

For more information on the Sense of Place Project, contact:

Jenny Smith, International Centre for the Uplands - Cumbria
Tel: 01931 711112
Alternatively, please contact Sally Seed at Stoneleigh Communications 
on 01539 624732.
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